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1874/2013 - Budget Cuts - functional bodies 
Stephen Knight 

 

Are you confident that all GLA functional bodies will achieve the budget cuts you have imposed? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I am confident that all Greater London Authority 

(GLA) bodies are capable of achieving economies and they already have done.  The functional 

bodies have achieved savings of £4.2 billion since I was elected and as a result of the extremely 

parsimonial, frugal way that we spend taxpayers’ money in this administration, as opposed to 

the previous administration, we have cut our share of council tax by 20% whereas, as you will 

recall, Members of the Assembly, the previous administration whacked it up by 153% during its 

time in office.  Thank you very much for that small ripple of applause, which I feel is all I am 

likely to get this morning. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, had you attended any of the consultation meetings on the 

proposed fire cuts, you would have found, as we did, that there is universal and strong 

opposition to the proposals, to your proposals, to reduce the number of fire engines in London 

and close fire stations.  Mr Mayor, Londoners are very clear that your proposed fire cuts are not 

deliverable in a safe way, will you listen to Londoners? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course.  I salute the work of the London Fire Brigade 

(LFB), they have done an amazing job continuously, not least in the last ten years or so.  

Incidents of fire have come down by 50%, deaths from fire down by a third, they are continuing 

to do a fantastic job and I know there are many members of the LFB here today.  It is important 

to realise that a consultation has just concluded on the 17 July into the Draft 5th London Fire 

and Safety Plan (LSP5) and you will understand that process has been going on for a long time.  

I particularly want to thank the Chairman of the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority 

(LFEPA), James Cleverly [AM], for what he has done going around London and sometimes to 

well-attended meetings, sometimes to more sparsely-attended meetings, listening to 

Londoners, making the case for change, and we are listening.  I will be very serious with you, 

Stephen, we are listening.  We understand the particular concerns that have been raised.  I am 

not going to make any promises now about variations or changes to this or that detail of the 

Fire Safety Plan, but if it is possible to take account of the very real concerns of the public, 

which I understand and appreciate, then of course that is our job to do.  But I want to stress 

that those concerns, those apprehensions, while they are real and while there is I understand 

very much the strong psychological importance that people attach to the physical presence of a 

fire station nearby, I really understand that, I cannot allow that to be the overriding 

consideration.  The paramount consideration has to be safety.   



 

 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, I think everybody involved in this debate accepts that the 

paramount consideration has to be safety. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As long as I am satisfied that we can continue to drive 

down deaths from fire and drive down incidents of fire in this city, then we will go ahead with 

the plan.  But what must be very, very clear to you, we are now in the final stages of reflection 

and modification.  

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, can I give you an example of one of the impacts of these 

proposed cuts, which has only really emerged during the consultation process, because what we 

had at the start was a whole series of attendance time averages that were averaged across 

borough and that disguised local impacts.  Some of the local impacts of these cuts are going to 

be very drastic.  Can I give you one example?   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I am familiar with this, yes. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Well you might be familiar, in Clapham Town Ward there is a 1,500 

capacity nightclub called, ominously, Infernos; hopefully, not something we want to look 

forward to.  In that ward, Mr Mayor, the time it will take for two fire engines to arrive, for the 

first engine and then a second engine to be called, which is what is often needed, is going to 

increase from 9 minutes to 18 minutes in that ward as a result of these cuts.  

[Members of the public boo from the public gallery.] 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There is no need to boo Mr Knight; he is only trying to 

be helpful. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, that is 9 more minutes people might have to wait.  I think 

this is about real safety, Mr Mayor, would you not accept that you have real concerns?  You 

know, these are not emotive concerns; these are rational concerns about safety of Londoners. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They are, Stephen, they are rational concerns, and we 

are looking at them all.  I have had delegations from Assembly Members around London, and 

indeed Members of Parliament, who have raised particular concerns about particular fire 

stations.  Your point is a good one; we are listening, we are reflecting and we are going to take 

account of it where we can. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Well if you accept the point is a good one, Mr Mayor, my final point 

to you, will you consider finding some extra money, as the Assembly demonstrated was possible, 

to ensure that the worst impacts from these proposals do not have to be implemented?  Will 

you be able to find some extra cash, Mr Mayor? 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  I will take a guess on the answer.  A yes or no answer will do, 

Mr Mayor. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I always understand the desire for more money to be 

spent; I know that is a priority for Liberal Democrats when they are not actually in government.  

I thought we were talking to our coalition partners here who are imposing these swingeing 

budget cuts, but never mind, here we have Liberal Democrats calling for more money to be 

spent and while Danny Alexander [Liberal Democrat MP and Chief Secretary to the Treasury] in 

the Treasury is saying the exact opposite. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, I need a yes or no answer. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Never mind vacillating, which is what we expect from 

Liberal Democrats, but the answer is very serious, I will not be driven by financial concerns, I will 

look at what delivers a safe fire safety programme for London; that is the paramount 

consideration. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  You keep hiding behind the Fire Commissioner, Ron Dobson, saying it is 

his plan.  But you are the one who is starving him of funds to pay for your measly Council Tax 

reduction, so are you here today taking personal responsibility for these cutbacks. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What I have said repeatedly, and I think Ron Dobson is 

doing a fantastic job, as indeed the whole LFB is doing a fantastic job, but what I have said 

repeatedly is that I listen carefully to the submissions that are made to me by all sorts of people 

and I am more inclined to place weight on the view of people who have consecrated their lives 

to fighting fire rather than those who I think, and I do not ignore the very strong 

representations that are made today, rather than those who may I suspect, perhaps cynically, 

but I suspect are driven by political considerations. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Mr Mayor, you are not answering my question.  Ron Dobson has given 

you a plan because you have cut his budget for your own silly purposes with that stupid Council 

Tax reduction of 7p a week that nobody seems to care about, apart from you.  Will you take 

personal responsibility for these cutbacks, which could lead to some quite drastic results? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, we are now considering the results of the 

consultation.  Of course I take responsibility for the conclusions that we draw about that, but I 

just want to differ from what you said about the Council Tax.  There is absolutely no way that 

the savings, if we cancelled the Council Tax reductions, which you propose, showing a complete 

contempt for council tax payers across this city, which I suppose one should expect from the 

Greens, that would in no way supply the kind of cash that we need, you still have a deficit of 

about £20 million per year from 2014/15 onwards, and therefore I am not minded to accept 

that recommendation.   

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I do not think anybody here believes you, Mr Mayor, apart from your Tory 

buddies.  I think the rest of us are very sceptical. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The most important thing is to be guided by what makes 

London safest from fire. 

 



 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Mr Mayor, rather than ducking and diving, which is what you done so far, 

will you answer a simple direct question, which I am going to put it to you?  At public meetings 

right across London, residents have rejected closure of fire stations, removal of fire engines, and 

deletion of fire-fighter posts, with one voice, total absolute unanimity.  I have not met a single 

resident, and I attended more than half of those public meetings, who has said that there is 

anything, absolutely anything good in these plans.  Are you therefore now prepared to listen to 

Londoners and scrap your reckless plans to close fire stations? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, Navin, you are absolutely right in what you say 

that at some of these meetings it is absolutely true to say that Londoners have spoken with one 

voice because in at least one of the meetings I think there was only one member of the public 

there and he asked for more sandwiches.  What I would say is that we are of course listening to 

your views, Navin, as someone who has contributed a lot to this debate over a long time.  I 

listened to what the representatives of the London Fire Brigade had to say, and there are many 

of them here today clearly, and yes of course we are going to consider the upshot of that very 

long and I think highly successful consultation and we are going to think about in what ways we 

could improve the London Fire Safety Plan.  I am not making any promises now; it may be that 

the changes are not very significant; it may be that they are significant, we will have a look.  But 

what I can assure you is that we will do everything to ensure that the London Fire Brigade has 

the resources they need to continue to do a superb job.  Let me tell you, London now is better 

able to deal with emergencies from fire than virtually any other city on earth, we have a 

fantastic fire service and we will keep it that way. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Mr Mayor, let me say this to you, and this is something I have myself 

witnessed at those public meetings, the Commissioner himself was pushed into putting forward 

closure plans because of your reductions.  What he has been saying consistently is that 

reductions will make a difference; that fire engines will arrive slower, and at the last public 

meeting in Westminster he said that there will be an impact from reductions.  So this is a 

professional viewpoint from the Commissioner at the top level.  Let me now just give you a few 

examples of what residents have said because you have had no courtesy or guts to attend and 

put your case to the residents at public meetings.  Let me tell you what they said.  A taxi driver 

at the Westminster meeting said, “It is disgraceful what has been proposed; Boris should listen 

to ordinary hard-working people”.  Southwark, a couple of residents said, “We do not have 

confidence in what Boris is doing.  How can Boris say he wants to make these changes?”  

Islington residents, “If there is huge rejection at what point will Boris listen?”  That is why we 

are putting this question to you now.  One of the residents said, “What, if 80% of people say a 

resounding no, what will you do?”  Lastly, a Southwark and Westminster Peabody Trust 

representative, he attended those meetings twice and said, “We need you to provide the service 

we want”.  He was speaking on behalf of his residents, thousands of those people who live in 

the Trust accommodation right across London.  Then he said, “The impact will be too much not 

to oppose”.  That is where somebody from that level is coming.  Hillingdon residents said, “It is 

an assurance, insurance, the current fire service, I would rather have the fire brigade than penny 

a day”.  Finally, “Savings will cost lives”.  This is what Londoners are saying right across London, 

are you today prepared to listen to Londoners and stop your reckless plans to close? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I would remind Navin that a rejection of the plan also 

means a rejection of a plan that would improve response times in the area that he represents 

and if he wants to go down that route then of course he can do that.  I think that I should be 

guided by what will deliver the best results for London and continue to make London safe and 

continue to allow us to have more than 150 fire appliances and the best response times of 

virtually any city on earth and that is what I want to do.  I listen to the points that you make and 

of course, as I have said, I think now for about the 15th time we are in the final throes of 

consultation and the final throes of consideration of the new Fire Safety Plan and of course we 

may make some changes to the plan based on what people have said. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Mr Mayor, I just want to conclude by saying this to you again, based on 

the proposals that are there in London Safety Plan, the average attendance time will be reduced 

for both fire engines everywhere across London.  You should read your London Safety Plan 

before you come here and make those comments. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is completely untrue. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Again, as I have said, deprived wards, the 100 most deprived wards in 

London, 76 of those would have worse response times, exceeding three to four minutes. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Come on, Navin, we are bringing more parts of London 

into the target response times.  Yes we are.  That is a fair and reasonable thing to do.  

Everybody is perfectly entitled to sit here and caterwaul and boo and make your points in the 

way that you want; I have to get on and consider the results of this consultation and do what I 

think is the best thing for London. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Mr Mayor, I would just like to urge on behalf of the residents, stop your 

reckless plans to close fire stations.  Thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  All I can say is I am delighted that the Assembly has 

done the right thing today and stayed to question me rather than last time when the poor old 

fire brigade turned up, if you remember, in order to boo and heckle, and they decided they did 

not want to do it. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  I also want to put on record my personal thanks to the London Fire 

Brigade for the work that they have done in driving down fires and death by fires, and I 

completely understand, I have visited many fire stations, I have spoken to many fire-fighters, 

and I completely understand the passion that they have for their service and for Londoners, and 

I know that there is complete honesty in their passion around this issue. 

 

I am not quite so convinced however in the integrity of some of the calls made by other 

Members.  I will give you an explanation why and ask for your comment.  If, as we have seen 

today, phrases like “reckless” are used, there have been words in the past suggesting that these 

cuts would endanger life by political people in public meetings.  There has also been a 

suggestion that all these difficult decisions could be made to go away with a tiny bit of shuffling 

of the City Hall budget.  If political people genuinely believe all those things to be true, why is 



 

 

it, when asked, they consistently refuse to give a commitment to reverse these cuts if they took 

office after the next election? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Do you mean they refuse to commit to reverse these 

cuts?  Do you mean they are just opportunistic politicians band-wagoning and whipping up 

public feeling and trying to get themselves into the headlines and stoking hard-working people 

to get angry and come and shout at the Mayor, is that all they are doing? 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  I seek your views on that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well I think that is shameful if that is the case. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  Thank you.  Boris, obviously we are at the next stage of the 

consultation now and in just under a month the recommendations are due to come back to the 

LFEPA.  If the Fire Authority, having considered the responses to the consultation, do not agree 

with recommendations made to them, will you force through cuts to the fire brigade regardless? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Let us see what happens. I am sorry, I am not going to 

answer a hypothetical question; let us see what happens.  We have not even made our 

conclusions about the consultation.   

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  I just wanted to ask you a couple more points about something you 

said earlier, because you said, “if it is possible” you will pay attention.  I just wanted to ask why 

you thought it might not be possible given that we have already made it clear that it is within 

your power to come up with additional funds from your budget to ensure that these cuts do not 

happen. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Because what I need to do is to satisfy myself that 

anything we did was genuinely driven by safety and the need to support the fire brigade in what 

they do and that is the priority and that is what we are going to do. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  OK, so if you are convinced by the arguments that Londoners have 

come up with at all the meetings you will make changes? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, and in all humility, I have said this now about 

15 times, there has been a detailed consultation, lots of points have been made, I think I said in 

answer initially to Stephen Knight that I thought he had a good point; that there were some 

interesting improvements that perhaps you could make to the Plan.  I am not suggesting that 

we are going to do a lot, but there are maybe some changes we can make.  We are going to look 

at it, we will do our best to accommodate the views of Londoners, but what I will not do is be 

driven by political considerations when the paramount consideration has to be safety and the 

ability of the fire brigade to continue to do a fantastic job. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  On 21 February, Boris, there was a school fire in Strathray Gardens 

NW3.  From Belsize Fire Station, which you are planning to cut, fire-fighters were there in under 

two minutes; the next pump took nine minutes.  Luckily it was half term or the consequences 



 

 

could have been far worse.  Belsize Ward’s attendance times are going to go up by over three 

minutes to a second under eight minutes along with six other Camden wards, which will go over 

the six-minute target.  Across the whole of London, only three wards will come down from 

outside to within the six-minute target, those three all being in Richmond.  If we look at three 

of the Camden wards that are going over six minutes, Gospel Oak, Hampstead Town and 

Haverstock, and compare that with the three Richmond wards, which are coming within the 

time; in the last ten years the three Camden wards had three times as many incidents, 10,500 to 

3,000 compared to the Richmond ones, and more importantly six times as many fire deaths.  

Across London, 43 wards will go over six minutes, only 3 under.  You just told us you are 

bringing more parts of London into the response times, that is clearly not the case here; that is 

not true, because 43 go over, only 3 come in. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is true and that is one of the attractions of the Plan, it 

is also true that London has the best fire response times of anywhere in the country and we 

should be proud of that, and I am glad that is accepted, and we are going to continue to make 

sure that is the case.   

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You might not have done much in the way of maths at Eton, but 

4.7 million Londoners are going to see worse attendance times, more than half our population. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As to your points, 8.2 million Londoners are seeing 

steady reductions in deaths from fire and steady reductions in fire incidents altogether and that 

is a tribute to the work of the London Fire Brigade, we are going to continue to support them in 

achieving that aim. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  Good morning, Mr Mayor.  We missed you at the Islington 

consultation regarding the closure of Clerkenwell Station and it is a shame as you would have 

been able to say whether you think it is acceptable for there to be winners and losers arising 

from your LSP5, and those are the words of the Commissioner and the room went silent when 

this was said.  So I then, next day, found out who were going to be the winners.  Mr Mayor, do 

you think it is acceptable that you and your family and your neighbours are going to be 

winners?  Because in your ward of St Mary’s you will only have to wait 21 seconds for the arrival 

of the first appliance, yet my constituents in Clerkenwell, the same borough, will have to wait 

6 minutes, 26 seconds.  This is a station a short walk away from Great Ormond Street Hospital, 

the Queen’s Nursing Institute, world-renowned services, one of the most densely populated 

areas of London and one of the boroughs that find themselves with high poverty indicators.  Do 

you think it is fair, given the link between deprivation and fires, that they should have to wait 

six minutes?  Do you also think it is fair that your Plan means, due to the closure of Kingsland 

Fire Station, that my constituents in De Beauvoir Ward in Hackney, the 50th most deprived ward 

in London - remembering what I said about the links between deprivation and fire - that they 

will have to wait an increase of 3 minutes, 30 seconds.  Why are you a winner and the rest of my 

constituents lose out of your plans? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will study what you have said.  I must say, I do take 

exception to that style of criticism. 

 



 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  It is what my constituents are saying. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Anybody who thinks that we could be in any way 

actuated by that sort of motivation, I think it is a disgraceful thing to say, but if it is the way you 

want to play politics you are entitled to do that. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  It is a fact. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will look at what you say about it, as indeed we are 

going to look at all the outcomes across London, and we will make sure that we take account of 

the points that you are making and we will do our best to satisfy them.  I cannot pretend that it 

is going to be easy and I cannot pretend that there are going to be radical changes to this Fire 

Safety Plan, but what I am absolutely confident we can do is continue to provide fantastic cover 

for Londoners and continue to reduce deaths from fire. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  Mr Mayor, I do not play politics, I am elected here as a 

politician.  If you do not want to do politics that is your business, so I take exception to your 

comment. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sorry, Jennette, with great respect to you -- 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  I have 5,000 petitioners here; I have 5,000 signatures to hand to 

you.  I have never seen people queue to put their names to a sheet because people absolutely 

are frightened of the consequences that might arise from your plans; that is what I want to 

convey to you, and do not accuse me of taking an inappropriate approach.  That is why I am 

elected here.  I have a mandate.  I have a mandate of over 100,000 votes and that is why I am 

here and I will not accept your comments about anything to do with style.  The substance is that 

the Plan -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The substance is that I have deliberately favoured my 

own household and my own family?  Is that what you are saying? 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  I put that to you as an example, as an example that there are 

winners out of your plans. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you need to withdraw that assertion. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  You live in a ward that will have to wait seconds while others are 

living in wards that will have to wait five to nine minutes; that is totally unfair and unacceptable. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I must say, through you, Chair, I think it is extremely 

regrettable that Members of the Assembly should try to personalise this issue in this way.  You 

are making points about response times, of which I was completely unaware before this 

meeting, completely unaware of the detail.  I cannot confirm what you are saying but if you are 

suggesting that the LSP5 is somehow based on considerations of the safety of individual 

families or whatever, I think that is contemptible and I really think that you should withdraw it 



 

 

and you should accept that what I will do is continue to consider the proposals that we have.  

Jennette obviously is not going to withdraw it. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  There is a point of order. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  The Member has not said that, it is the Mayor shifting the debate on to that 

issue, it is not the Member. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  She did say that.  

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  I do not believe that is a point of order, but all I have heard is the 

Assembly Member quoting what constituents have said, I have not seen her make any direct 

allegations against you in this discussion. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  Absolutely, absolutely. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  In that case I am delighted to have cleared the matter up 

that she certainly does not wish to suggest there could be any bias in this matter, because there 

is not. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  I do not want to debate this.  What I will repeat is I have not heard 

any direct allegations.  I believe she was just quoting constituents.  Can I call Assembly 

Member Qureshi. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  Thank you, Chair.  Mr Mayor, last time at Mayor’s Question Time I 

brought up the impact in central London, in particular the Royal Borough of Kensington and 

Chelsea and the City of Westminster.  In both consultations, unanimously members of the public 

disagreed with your proposed cuts, and this ranged from councillors of both political colours, as 

well as members of the Conservative Party locally, black–cab drivers, as well as members of the 

Abbey, and I would not take Westminster Abbey on at all on this front.  The reality is in nine 

wards in Westminster the time for first engines is going to go down and that is not surprising 

because we are going to be hit double-whammy by the closure of Knightsbridge as well as 

Westminster fire stations.  At the same time, there are improvements in the service in Richmond.  

Are you aware of this gross inequality between central London closures and improvements in 

parts of London that have already been provided with sufficiently? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry, which are the parts that have been provided with 

sufficiently? 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  Richmond; there are four times fewer call-out incidences in Richmond 

as there are in Westminster and Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, and yet you are 

cutting the provision there. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You cannot have it in all ways.  What we are doing is 

bringing more areas of London to within the target response time, both for the first and the 

second appliance, more boroughs of London, and I think that is fair.  I know there are Members 



 

 

here today who are speaking actually contrary to the interests of their own constituents, such is 

their desire to whip up public anxiety about this, because actually the paradox of this is that 

some parts of London will have an improvement in attendance rates and that is a great thing. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  Is it any coincidence that the proposed closures of Knightsbridge and 

Westminster fire stations will give you the highest capital receipts probably in all the 12 fire 

stations you are going to sell?  Putting money before people’s lives. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We have to make the best use of the resources we have 

and if we can realise the value of assets, whether in Westminster or Knightsbridge, without 

detriment to fire safety in London then that is what we are going to do. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  I was told not it is possible Boris.  The public in central London know 

that very well; it is about time you listened to them. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I have made my position fairly clear, which is that 

we are listening, we have listened over a long period, we have had a long consultation.  I am 

grateful to everybody who has come here this morning for the contributions that they have 

made, with the possible exception of Jennette; I think I can say that, I thought she was wrong 

and she was below the belt; I think I am entitled to say that.  But we are listening to what 

Londoners have to say.  As I have said repeatedly, where we can improve on the proposals that 

we have, without compromising fire safety, and while continuing to drive down deaths from fire, 

we will. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  I am going to adjourn the meeting and we will then 

continue with the questioning.  We will adjourn for five minutes.  

 

[Meeting adjourned for five minutes whilst the public gallery was cleared] 

 

 

1966/2013 – Tackling extremism 
Joanne McCartney 

 

What changes as Mayor of London would you like to see to the Government’s strategy to tackle 

extremism? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Obviously the first thing to say is that our thoughts are 

very much with the family of Drummer Lee Rigby and to repeat the horror and revulsion I have 

no doubt all Londoners felt at his murder.  On your specific question about what we are doing 

and the counter-terrorism strategy that the Government has and the anti-extremism strategy in 

particular that we have, I think it is important that we look first of all at the powers that we 

already have and the stuff that is being done and I think that, on the whole, the Prevent 

strategy [Government counter-terrorist strategy], as modified with the strands to prevent, 

protect and prepare, are broadly right. 

 



 

 

You are asking what changes I would like to see.  I think I am not disposed to argue for more 

powers or for more statutory powers of one kind or another, particularly on the back of this.  I 

know there is an argument about the Draft Communications Data Bill, which I think you may be 

interested in, and there I think there is an interesting case to be had.  But particularly on 

tackling extremism, which is what you are really focused on, I am concerned about two things: 

Firstly, universities and what is happening on campuses there, and I really look to 

vice-chancellors across London to focus very hard on this issue, to look at what is happening in 

the societies in their universities to make sure that they are open, that they are positive 

activities and that they are not being infiltrated by people who could be recruiting for terrorist 

organisations, Al Qaeda or what have you.  Secondly, and perhaps even more important, I am 

concerned about recruitment in prisons and anybody who has experience of prisons and young 

offenders institutions in this country will know that these are very, very fertile recruiting 

grounds, this is where a lot of people are infected by the virus, as it were, and I am extremely 

keen to make sure that, with greater Mayoral oversight of prisons, particularly in London, we 

can do something to ensure that radicalisation does not take place in those prisons. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  The Prime Minister has announced that the Intelligence and 

Security Committee will look at a whole range of issues around the extremist agenda, including 

universities and prisons, but I want to know, from a London stage, what impact are you going to 

have on that review?  Have you asked, for example, the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime 

(MOPAC) or the police to actually do a review or assess current provision and what we would 

like to see in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, the police already have extensive powers and, 

as I am sure you know from your experience of how these things work, I have regular briefings 

from Assistant Commissioner Cressida Dick [Specialist Operations Directorate, Metropolitan 

Police Service] about what is being done and I think that, when you consider the thousands of 

individuals that are being regularly monitored by the police, I think that actually, in spite of the 

terrible events in Woolwich, I think people would agree that they do an outstanding job.  I am 

very keen to support them.  I am interested in what they are asking for now about 

communications and data, they have to deal with a new or potential terrorists to communicate 

by Skype or by methods that mean that they can get around the ability of police to track their 

conversations or track the whereabouts of their conversations.  That may make some crimes 

easier.  We need to pursue that argument and I am keen to support them.  But we are not 

engaged, and I must be clear with you, Joanne, we are not engaged in a radical overhaul of 

what is being done, we are pushing forward with the Prevent programme and the general work 

of counter-terror.  But obviously your advice is more than welcome. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  I mean what I want to hear from you really is that you are taking an 

active interest in this and that you are personally monitoring what MOPAC are doing and 

ensuring that this is high on their agenda. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Yes.  Can I ask, you have talked about Islamic extremism; do you 

think we pay enough attention to far-right organisations and extremism? 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do think it incredibly important that we do not allow 

these people too much oxygen of publicity for starters.  Obviously we must look very carefully 

at the events surrounding the attacks on the mosque and the Islamic school that we have seen 

in the last two or three weeks.  There have been a number of incidents recently.  The 

circumstances are as yet unclear but what we are doing is putting extra security, as 

Commissioner [of Police of the Metropolis, Sir] Bernard Hogan-Howe has said, around such 

premises in order to make it absolutely clear that, if there is any attempt by the English Defence 

League (EDL), or whoever it happens to be, to provoke or to threaten life, to threaten people in 

their mosques or their schools, or whatever it happens to be, we will come down on them very 

hard, and I think they understand that. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  What do you think that you could do as Mayor to tackle far-right 

extremism as well and what are you planning to do? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you have to strike a balance.  When these bodies 

want to demonstrate and to make a great scene, you have to calculate, and this is what the 

police do, whether or not it makes sense to allow it to go ahead and to contain it or to try to 

ban it, or to be accurate to ask the Home Secretary for a ban because it is only the 

Home Secretary that can actually insist on a ban.  We have regular discussions about that.  My 

strong view is that London is a very different place from what it was when I was a kid; it is a 

much more generous, dynamic, multi-cultural, welcoming society than it ever was before.  It is 

important that we do not give these guys too much oxygen of publicity and there is a horrible 

symmetry between the Islamasists and the far-right EDL and the more you big one side up, the 

more you inflate the other side, and I want to see them both frankly taken down a great many 

pegs. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  On the 5 June, the Somali Bravanese Community Centre in Coppetts 

Ward in my constituency was burned down by arson in what appears to be a racially-motivated 

attack, which is clearly a great shock to the area where the community has lived harmoniously 

for 20 years and for Barnet as a whole where we are proud of our tolerant multi-cultural society.  

But the criminals responsible have achieved the direct opposite of their wicked objective of 

dividing our society as everyone has rallied around and in fact the first on the scene were Rabbis 

from the local Synagogues offering their support.  I am pleased to say that the Council has 

agreed with my suggestion that the centre must be rebuilt on the same site.  As Abubakar Ali, 

the Chair of the centre, said, “We will rebuild our community centre; it will once again become a 

beacon for cohesion, social action and friendship.”  What will you do as Mayor to support these 

efforts to rebuild and restore the centre as soon as possible because this is the best and most 

effective response to such racist attacks to prove they will not succeed in their message of 

hatred? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I thank you, Andrew, and I appreciate very much the 

work that people are doing in the community to come together, to rebuild that centre, and I 

want you to know that they have my full support.  If your question is really sort of, “What can 

we do financially to help?”, I am looking interrogatively at you now, if that is really what you are 

asking, we will certainly look at it, I do not know the circumstances, I do not know what the 



 

 

insurance basis was, we will have to see what we can do there and I really would not want to 

make any commitments, but I certainly strongly, strongly support what people of all faiths and 

all communities are doing in that part of town to pull together and to put that centre back on 

its feet. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Will you join with the Bravanese when they say in their words, 

“Thanks to the Metropolitan Police Service for doing such a commendable job and for 

reassuring our community, and special thanks to the London Fire Brigade whose prompt 

response”, they say, “averted a potential disaster and prevented the fire spreading to our 

neighbours”. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I certainly congratulate both the fire brigade and the 

police and what has to happen now is that the police have to get on with their work and find 

out who did it and bring them to justice. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Mr Mayor, can we ensure that, when talking about extremism, that we do 

not have a kind of feeding frenzy on the wrong culprits from both sides of the argument, 

whether or not we are talking about those supposed Islamists who took part in this dreadful 

event in Woolwich, and also the supposed responders to that extreme responses to that?  Will 

you try and ensure that in the response, in trying to identify the roots of extremism, that we do 

not look at the orthodoxy of a particular strand of Islam as being an indicator of extremism, they 

are quite separate things. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I totally agree with that and I think it is very important 

that people understand as clearly as possible the psychological processes by which young 

people, particularly men, it is most usually men, are drawn into this kind of warped world view.  

It is very, very important that people are able to make the distinction between that and the 

religion of Islam and people understand the psychological process by which a feeling of failure, 

a feeling of victimhood, is worked upon by people who mean no good in order to recruit them 

to a completely sick and warped view of the world.  It is actually, when you study it, a very 

simple series of psychological steps, it is preying upon the weakness, the alienation of those 

individuals, it is genuinely in my view nothing to do with the precepts of a particular religion, it 

is a corruption of Islam and the more clearly people understand that the better. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Can you, Mr Mayor, in trying to identify future victims of radicalisation, if 

you like, that one of the things we have to do is liaise very strongly with the mosques, with the 

established Islamic community in London, of all strands, and not be tempted, as we have done 

in the past, to take counsel from a sort of secularised Islam, which in making their message more 

appealing to the general public actually alienates itself from the very orthodox Muslims that we 

have in London?  I do not know if I have expressed that terribly well. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I suppose I give a general answer, which I am not quite 

sure what you are driving at, Andrew, but I think it is very important that we listen to all strands, 

and indeed all faiths.  After Woolwich, we had a meeting in my office at which a very wide 

spread of the Muslim community in London was represented, I mean it was a large and very 

good meeting.  What was so clear to me is the strong desire of the people who run the 



 

 

mosques, that are held to be most conservative in their views, their strong desire for help in 

rooting out the extremists who come and try and recruit, and we have to do that.  So back to 

Joanne’s [McCartney AM] point, that is what the Prevent agenda is all about and what is the 

best solution.  The best solution is, in my view, not to focus on great imponderable questions of 

geopolitics, but on getting these young people, almost exclusively young men, into jobs in 

London, giving them the self-esteem and the point to their life that frankly they are not getting 

and is allowing them to be recruited by these unsavoury characters.  That is the best single 

solution I believe and a lot of the mosques, a lot of the Muslim communities, are working 

fantastically hard and well to deal with the problems in their communities and they need 

support and so far as we are able to deliver it we certainly shall. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor; I am encouraged by your responses.  Can I just say 

that the chap who stood up against Anjem Choudary on Newsnight when Anjem Choudary was 

controversially interviewed, is Shams Muhammad who is the Director of Ebrahim College in 

Whitechapel.  I would urge your organisation, if not yourself, to talk to Shams Muhammad to 

give that perspective on the best way of identifying radicalised young people for the future and 

I would urge you most strongly, people in your organisation, to make contact with him. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I am not certain that we have not made contact 

with the gentleman; I think we have, but I stick to what I said just now, it is important for us as 

the GLA to talk to as wide a spectrum of people as possible. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Yes, thank you very much.  In a few weeks’ time, there is a planned 

march by the EDL and English Volunteer Force timed, it could be said, around the beginning of 

Ramadan, it may or may not be deliberate timing.  As someone who does not agree with 

politicians banning marches, what we have done locally, and I hope that you will agree with 

that, is to urge the Borough Commander clearly to take the lead; it is a police matter, crime and 

safety and disorder.  So while I abhor the intention behind this march, I think it is quite right 

that it is a police matter and police recommendation.  But, Mr Mayor, if after their serious 

considerations the Borough Commander does recommend very much that there will be a serious 

disorder potential and he recommends there will be a banning of that march, would you agree 

with that? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I was saying to Joanne, it is a very difficult balance to 

strike, but if you ban them you can martyrise and you can give them even more publicity, so we 

will see what the advice and the guidance is at the time. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  On a connected note, clearly it is important 

that the police and the local Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNTs) engage very much on the 

ground with all our communities and I welcome the significant increase in the numbers in the 

SNTs, so would you, Mr Mayor, urge through your Deputy Mayor to ensure that the brief on 

those new teams, through their skippers on the ground, is very much to engage with all our 

communities and particularly to give reassurance on the ground, particularly in this arena of 

strife at the moment, which we are seeing? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, and I think the SNT have a huge role to play in 

being the eyes and ears of the police and that is why we are putting 2,600 more into SNTs 

across London and going through a record recruitment period for the police generally. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  It is important, Mr Mayor, that in terms of recruitment, our police 

service does increase and they look like the Londoners whom they serve. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely, and there is a real drive on that now in the 

recruitment phase that we are going through and we are seeing, although the figures are still 

too low, we are seeing some increases and obviously, as you know, the numbers are significantly 

higher in Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs). 

 

 

1956/2013 - Help for young entrepreneurs 

Steve O’Connell 

 

A report recently published by the Prince’s Trust found that 3 in 10 young people think they will 

work for themselves in the future, whilst only 5.3% of young people are actually self-employed 

currently.  What are you doing to help make it easy for young people and those leaving 

education to start their own business? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you are drawing attention to a fascinating thing, 

which is that more and more young people are thinking of themselves as potential 

entrepreneurs and start-up wizards and I support that. 

 

Actually, if you look at what has happened in the London economy in the last four or five years, 

it is really changing.  You are seeing this incredible thing happening in Tech City where loads of 

young people have decided to take the bull by the horns and do things themselves.  We want to 

encourage that in every way that we can.  The London Enterprise Panel (LEP) is now 

championing small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and start-ups.  We are running a 

Skills London careers event to get more young people to think of themselves as potential 

entrepreneurs.  We have of course the 639 Tottenham High Road scheme.  I do not know if you 

have been up to look at what is happening in Tottenham but it is a wonderful place, a big 

incubator hub for start-ups and businesses of all kinds, making fashion stuff, photography, 

drama, information technology (IT), all sorts of stuff and really high-quality enterprises young 

people are now running.  Some of them will work and some of them will not work but they have 

a place to begin.  We want to encourage them across the city. 

 

London is really unlike any other part of the country in that it is absolutely pullulating with 

people who want to start their own business.  We have 800,000 SMEs in London.  The vast 

majority of the economy is in the hands of SMEs and that is its great strength.  What we have to 

do is to get more young people into apprenticeships and get them that sense of what it is like to 

run their own business. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Thank you very much.  It is particularly young people I want to talk 

about.  Yesterday I was on the Roundshaw Estate in Sutton meeting a couple of young people 



 

 

who basically took their futures in their own hands in these difficult economic times and started 

up their new business. 

 

You mentioned the LEP announcing the £25 million scheme to raise funds for SMEs and that is 

to be welcomed.  I know there is a lot of work going on.  But specifically, will you be directing 

some of that support at targeting young people? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sure that we will.  Over the years I have seen lots of 

good schemes that we have run to help encourage young people.  The critical moment comes 

after they have got the thing going and then they have to work out whether it is working and 

whether to expand or not.  I am afraid two-out-of-three start-ups then do collapse and one of 

the things that we have been supporting is boot camps for entrepreneurs who have had an idea, 

who have got it to market for the first time and are running something and they need to get off 

first base.  We are trying to support that and encourage that.  That is the most vulnerable 

moment for these businesses. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  We have a good story to tell so far on apprenticeships and hopefully 

an even better story to tell over coming months.  But do you see, as part of that apprenticeship 

scheme, very much an encouragement for apprentices to commence and start their own 

business?  Do you see that as part of the way forward? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, because we have done 108,000 since August 2010 

and what they get is a sense of what it is like to be in a place of work and the difficulty of 

managing a business, the need to have a business plan, the need to keep a proper set of 

accounts, all those kinds of things that perhaps they do not have an instinctive feel for they can 

get if they get a good apprenticeship. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Again and lastly on the subject of apprentices, I have been visiting 

apprentice-facilitators, if you like, in Croydon and Mitcham in Sutton, as well as other areas.  

They still remind me that there is an element of red tape that is preventing particularly sole 

traders to take on apprenticeships.  They want to take them on from a moral perspective but 

they are busy people and 90% or 91% of small businesses were complaining they have been 

presented with a lot of red tape.   

So, Mr Mayor, what can you do and what are you doing, perhaps lobbying Government, to try 

to remove some of this bureaucracy to encourage further sole traders and others to take on 

apprentices? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  One of the things we are doing is not just trying to 

remove red tape but actually giving better incentives to SMEs to take on apprentices.  We have 

just approved a £3.5 million fund to double the cash incentive that small businesses have to 

take on young people. 

 

Going back to actually a question that I think Len [Duvall AM] asked right at the beginning 

about Europe and issues about the Social Chapter, my own view is that it will be a really good 

thing for the London economy if businesses of fewer than five people were not subject to quite 

the same restrictions on terms and conditions as others.  That is one of the reasons why I think 



 

 

we need the room to manoeuvre, to allow our businesses the maximum freedom to hire young 

people.  We have 100,000 16 to 24-year-olds who are not in employment at the moment.  They 

could be.  There is capacity in London businesses to take them on and we want to encourage 

them. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Thank you.  Young Londoners are very dynamic. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They certainly are. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Many of them want to start their own businesses and prosper and we 

should encourage them in any way that we can.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks to Steve for all the hard work he does in his 

constituency to support young people setting up their businesses. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  You have rightly said that one of the great hurdles for start-ups with 

young people comes at the point when they take on their first employee when there is an 

enormous amount of red tape and an enormous amount of additional costs.  You may know that 

my colleagues and I on this side have suggested that one way in which new microbusinesses 

could be helped to take on an additional employee is that for the first six months they need not 

pay the national minimum wage. 

 

Do you not think, in the light of what you have said about the hurdles which young people have 

when expanding, that this would be helpful in giving them a boost to continue in their 

businesses? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have to admit, Tony, I was thinking of non-wage costs 

that we could reduce because I happen to believe that London is a very expensive place for lots 

of people to live.  The share of disposable income that people have when you take out housing 

is very small at the moment.  I want to encourage maximum take-up of the London Living Wage 

and I would encourage all businesses to pay it. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  I understand that, Mr Mayor, but if you were a new start-up and if you 

were someone who was looking for a job and was finding it absolutely impossible to find a job 

or an internship, which seems to be the new four-letter word, you might indeed be extremely 

grateful for the opportunity to work just for six months at less than the minimum wage on the 

understanding that if the job survives and if you have proved yourself worthy of employment, 

you would then progress in London to the London minimum wage. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is a difficult one and I understand the point you are 

making.  I think there are more businesses in London that could pay the London Living Wage to 

their employees.  I want to focus on that - and indeed some Labour councils, John [Biggs] - I 

want to see what we can do to tackle poverty pay in London.  I think the reality is that through 

five years of very tough times the gap has grown between rich and poor and indeed it was 

growing fast before then.  We have to address that.  I think it is part of sensible, compassionate 

Conservatism to encourage decent pay. 



 

 

 

I am also in favour of apprenticeships.  I am in favour of increasing opportunities of every kind.  

But I am worried that if I take up your suggestion too volubly, my focus on the London Living 

Wage will get lost. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Tony Arbour’s very sensible and measured suggestion does not stop us 

from being wholly supportive of the idea of pursuing the London Living Wage.  I think I was 

actually the one who nudged Tony to bring that up because I think we do need to allow small 

businesses flexibility. 

 

You did however mention this idea about the gap between rich and poor.  I do not care about 

the gap between rich and poor, Mr Mayor.  I care that there are too many poor people.  I do not 

care how many rich people there are.  As far as I am concerned, there can be many more rich 

people in the world.  We should be focusing on poverty, not the gap. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am certainly with you on that.  But the fact is that 

there is no question in London that there are families who are seeing less and less of their 

disposable income available for the things that you and I might want to spend our money on.  

There is no question that the cost of living in London is affecting huge numbers of people.  You 

have seen it in the discussion we had earlier about food banks. 

 

We have a great programme in the London Living Wage.  I want to expand it.  I think it has put 

about £166 million into the pockets of some of the poorest people in London and I want to 

keep championing it as loudly as I can.  I am grateful to Tony for his suggestion and he is right.  

We should be as flexible as possible.  We should also talk up the virtues of paying Londoners a 

decent wage. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Ending poverty and paying more, not getting obsessed with the gap, 

Mr Mayor.  The gap is irrelevant. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I certainly agree with that but you have to look at the 

circumstances, the conditions of large numbers of families in London who deserve for their 

breadwinners to be paid properly. 

 

 

1878/2013 - Traffic growth 

Jenny Jones 

 

Following a decade of declining car use in London, why do you expect it to rise during your 

second term as Mayor? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Jenny, the reason, as you will have seen from the 

2020 Vision, is of course that the population is growing and is growing very fast.  So, although 

there has been a steady decline in car use in London and it continues to decline, the projections 

are that because of the growth in population, and this is the key point that we are making to 

Government, we will see growth in transport across all modes.  We will continue, and this is a 



 

 

key thing to reassure you, to see a reduction in the modal share taken by cars.  It has gone 

down.  The share of daily journeys by public transport in London since 2000 has gone up by 

nine points and the share taken by private cars has gone down by nine points.  We think that 

the share taken by motorists will continue to decline but because of the growth, because of the 

low peak-hour ratios in some parts of outer London which you will be familiar with and which 

will be obviously one of the reasons we want to encourage more investment in transport 

infrastructure, the absolute number over the medium term will lead to greater motor vehicle use. 

 

I particularly point to one of the consequences of internet shopping.  A massive increase in vans 

on the streets of the city.  They have already gone up by 5%.  I think we predict over the next 

ten years the number of white vans that are taking around internet shopping is going to go up 

by something like 42%.  That is a huge increase in potential congestion on the roads and 

potential traffic and we are now looking actively at ways in which we can try and bring that 

number down. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Before I start, I would like to say happy birthday.   

 

Mr Mayor, you say that predictions of a traffic increase are because of the population rising and 

the increase in internet shopping.  But in the last decade internet shopping has soared, the 

population has soared, the economy has soared, pay has gone up and yet traffic fell, so you are 

using the same reasons for it rising as it previously fell.  I am wondering if it is actually because 

you have raised fares above inflation? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  You are giving more priority to cars, you are building or planning to build 

new roads and you are approving big increases in car-parking.  Do you think those factors could 

have any impact on the amount of traffic increases that Transport for London (TfL) is 

projecting? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, because, as I have pointed out, all transport modes 

have seen a huge increase in ridership or usage but the share taken by private vehicles is falling 

and continuing to fall.  It is a function of the increasing population. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  But we have an increasing population for the last decade and traffic fell. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Yes, it did, yes.   It fell, Mr Mayor.  That is the whole point.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What you are now seeing is a demographic increase on a 

scale we have not seen in the last few years.  You will now see a much greater acceleration in 

public. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I am sorry.  You cannot just come here and just make things up to win an 

argument. 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not.  Well, I wish, but I am not.  These are only 

predictions.  You are perfectly accurate in what you say about the reduction in the share taken 

by cars so far.  But we think that is because of the very strong population growth that we are 

now seeing and, as I say, the population is going to reach 9 million by 2020, perhaps 10 million 

by 2030, and given the low peak-hour ratio in outer London, the forecasts are that there will 

have to be more transport by private motor vehicle. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  So you are saying this has nothing to do with you.  This is all down to the 

increase in population.  It is nothing to do with all these other things you are doing like putting 

the fares up so that people cannot afford to travel by bus anymore or Tube? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, because the ridership has continued to increase. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  But the population is increasing. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Not only does ridership continue to increase but 

ridership of the buses as a proportion of overall transport journeys has continued to increase. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Mr Mayor, you are arguing a completely flawed circular argument and I do 

not understand why you have not been better briefed on this.  The fact is you cannot argue the 

population is increasing one minute which causes more car traffic and then that over the past 

decade an increasing population actually caused it to fall.  You really are talking out of your hat. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  As I tried to say just now, we are seeing a faster 

increase in population now, particularly in outer London areas.  I think anybody who studies the 

demography of London now will know that. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  But you could help prevent that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Outer London areas are expanding very fast indeed and 

they do not at the moment have the public transport access levels that I would like to see.  It is 

one of the reasons we want to invest more intensively in public transport, particularly in outer 

London.  But at the moment, unless we address those issues, as I constantly say, by putting 

more money into public transport, as well as an increase in public transport usage, we will see an 

increase in car ridership as well.  But, and I just repeat this point, the share taken by motor 

vehicles will fall and has fallen and will continue to fall. 

 
  



 

 

1940/2013 - Girls in Care 

Roger Evans  

 

Five men have been charged with grooming young girls in care while running a child prostitution 

ring in Ilford and Barking.  Considering this should there be closer mentoring for girls in care in 

London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are looking, Roger, at the suggestion of closer 

mentoring for girls in care and it is one of the things that we are considering in the consultation 

on the violence against women and girls strategy1 which we launched on 7 June. 

 

I have to say that you are really asking about grooming and the rings in Ilford and Barking that 

were convicted recently and how we stop that kind of thing.  I think you also need to have a 

very tough police response and there is a new sexual exploitation team in the Metropolitan 

Police Service which is there to come down very hard on these individuals and stamp out their 

disgusting practices. 

 

Roger Evans (Deputy Chairman):  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  My question is a little broader than 

that.  That is I think an example of what can go wrong.  Obviously the Near Peer Mentoring 

Programme which you have is a great thing because it is encouraging children in care to go for 

higher education which is fantastic, but that is not always a solution which is appropriate for 

everyone and it may actually just defer problems until some people come out of higher 

education. 

 

Can you take another look at that scheme and maybe include elements to help people if they 

want to set up on their own, a little bit like the earlier discussion we had about helping 

entrepreneurs, and also to help them to deal with real-life relationships so that if they feel 

something uncomfortable is happening or something dangerous, then they are equipped to say 

no. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  The Near Peer Mentoring Programme we ran with 

the boroughs was very successful.  What we have done now is really transfer the programme to 

the boroughs and encouraged them because they were basically doing it.  We had a very good 

event, I do not know if you were able to come to it, upstairs where I was able to see both the 

mentors and the mentees and the difference the scheme had made to them.  I think it can work 

extremely well.  This could be part of the solution and I am a great fan of Near Peer mentoring, 

particularly for kids in care. 

 

I do think, however, that the single most effective strategy is to come down very hard on the 

offenders and to make it absolutely clear that this is an intolerable way to behave and will 

attract very severe penalties. 

 
  

                                                 
1 Mayor of London, The Way Forward, 2013 



 

 

 

1929/2013 - Street Pastors 

Tony Arbour  

 

On nights where pastors operate, “police have reported a dramatic reduction in street crime, [for 

example by] 60% in Portsmouth”.  In the spirit of volunteerism following the Olympics, would 

your office meet with the Street Pastors, whose presence and work is believed to have led to 

reductions in crime, especially around schools?  

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As usual, Tony, I completely support you in what you are 

saying.  I think the Street Pastors do a fantastic job.  We have met them.  I launched the 

Street Pastors’ conference, as far as I can remember, a few years ago.  I have been out with 

them on the streets of London several times.  I think they do a wonderful job.  I know that they 

recently met the Team London people here in City Hall to see how we could help through 

Team London recruit people to become Street Pastors. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  I am grateful to you for that.  I have asked the question really to draw 

attention to the success of Street Pastors in my part of London where we have a substantial 

night-time economy, particularly in Kingston where these characters are very successful.  They 

are endeavouring to roll out their programme across London.  I am always loathe to ask for -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Money? 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  -- indeed, assistance from the public purse but I think it is possible to 

demonstrate that the Street Pastors in fact, by preventing pressure on social services and 

preventing pressure on the justice system, are able to save the public substantial sums of 

money.  It might be that if you were to encourage particularly borough commanders to see how 

in their own boroughs Street Pastors can relieve the pressure on police, that may in fact be 

reflected in a saving of public money and indeed a saving on the MOPAC budget.  Therefore, I 

ask, as I say, quite uncharacteristically, that you consider that these very worthy people do 

receive something from the public purse. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is so rare, Tony, that you should ask for something 

from the public purse, I will make sure that MOPAC do look at what they can do to help 

Street Pastors.  I cannot promise much but I certainly want to renew my commitment to 

supporting them and I express my appreciation and I am sure the appreciation of everybody 

here for the contribution that they make to safety and the friendliness of the streets of London 

after dark. 

 

Roger Evans (Deputy Chairman):  I am pleased my colleague Tony Arbour asked this 

question because Street Pastors form a part of the infrastructure that is in place in Romford to 

keep people safe in the night-time economy where they do not just reduce the incidence of 

antisocial behaviour and violence but they also provide care for people who have maybe drunk 

too much or missed the last bus home and are stuck in the town centre and would otherwise be 

vulnerable. 

 



 

 

I am not going to ask you for money like my colleague but would it be possible for you at some 

point to visit us in Romford and see the measures that are being taken to improve safety in the 

high street and you could meet these marvellous people and thank them in person? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Roger, as you know, I am seldom away from Romford.   

 

Roger Evans (Deputy Chairman):  It seems so long since the last visit. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Come on!  But next time I am there we will see what we 

can do to organise something to support the Street Pastors and the excellent work they do. 

 

 

1958/2013 - Victims’ right of appeal 

Victoria Borwick  

 

In light of the proposal to allow victims to appeal against decisions not to charge suspects, what 

changes do you foresee for victims of crime whose crimes are ‘screened out’ by the Metropolitan 

Police Service? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks very much, Victoria, and as we discussed I think 

there are two issues here.  There is the victims’ right of appeal against decisions by the Crown 

Prosecution Service (CPS) not to prosecute, which I think we would both support as a good 

reform, and then there is the problem that crimes are being screened out at first base by the 

police before they even are put forward to the CPS.  That is an issue.  It is something that 

MOPAC is looking at and Bernard Hogan-Howe is taking very seriously. 

 

Obviously, there will be some crimes where no investigation is possible because there is no 

evidence, no witnesses who are willing to come forward, no forensics or whatever.  But we must 

not allow that to become an excuse for not pursuing people’s legitimate sense that they are the 

victims of a crime.  MOPAC is watching this very closely and I know that Stephen Greenhalgh 

[Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime] will be working with Bernard Hogan-Howe to see what 

we can do to reassure Londoners on this point. 

 

The reason for doing this is because MOPAC has set a challenge to the police, as you know, not 

just to cut crime by 20% (and it is down 6% in one year so they are on the right track) but to 

cut costs and increase public confidence by 20% as well. 

 

Victoria Borwick (AM):  Mr Mayor, thank you very much indeed for that reassurance because 

certainly the screening out of crimes is something that has come from many Members around 

this table including my colleague Roger Evans last time who asked you to give us a monthly 

update on the borough figures. 

 

I think it is very concerning because our research on the figures come from the Metropolitan 

Police Service that a quarter of burglaries were screened out, 11% of robberies, 37% of fraud 

and forgery but most importantly 73% of crimes against the person, in other words, what you 

might describe as petty theft, your phone and so forth, your bike being stolen.  Those are all 



 

 

crimes that affect people.  I think one of the things we seek reassurance of around this table is 

the importance that will be given to realising that each and every one of these crimes affects 

somebody and therefore we are not going to get more confidence in the police.  You are 

absolutely right to highlight the need for the police to make sure that we build public 

confidence.  The police need the help of the public in order to police effectively, so it is 

something that we want to urge you to keep on the case with MOPAC.  As I say, it is a concern 

not just of mine but of others around this horseshoe. 

 

Obviously, as I say, with the CPS consulting on this potential for victims to be able to have a 

right of appeal, we want to know if it is possible for you to consider with your SNTs whether it is 

also possible for victims to have that forum as well to put their case if they have had a 

screened-out crime that they believe warrants possible further attention.  It is something we 

wanted to put into the consultation pot. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What the police can certainly guarantee is everybody 

who has experience of a crime gets a personal visit.  Someone will turn up and listen to your 

experience and do their level best to bring the criminal, if there is a criminal, to justice.  I do not 

think it is very easy to offer much more than that and that is what the police are there to do.  

What we can do is make sure that crimes are not being ignored and we are going to monitor 

that through MOPAC.  It is now on the list of priorities precisely for the reason you give.  If 

people feel that they are not being taken seriously in what they say about the crime they have 

experienced, then obviously that will cause confidence in the police to decline.  By the way, I 

should say it has been increasing, confidence in the police, but not as fast as I would like. 

 

 

1964/2013 - A&E Crisis  

Dr Onkar Sahota 

 

Is the Mayor concerned about the growing A&E crisis in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Obviously, Onkar, I am concerned generally about 

healthcare in London and the condition of accident and emergency departments (A&E).  I have 

to, statutorily, take account of health inequalities in London.  We regularly meet 

Anne Rainsbury, who is the Regional Director of the National Health Service (NHS) in London 

and they are trying very hard now to improve the situation in A&Es, as I am sure you are aware.  

The latest figures do show that there has been an improvement in the London A&E services 

exceeding the target with I think more than 97% of Londoners waiting less than four hours.  I 

know that is no consolation to the many who, as the recent King’s Fund report showed, have 

been waiting more than four hours.  There are in my view deep and entrenched problems in 

primary care in London which are also exacerbating that problem.  There is a great range of 

issues that need to be dealt with. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota (AM):  Mr Mayor, I am somewhat baffled by your response.  There is 

increasing evidence from the Care Quality Commission who say that the crisis is unsustainable.  

The College of Emergency Medicine says that the crisis is at the limit of its tolerance.  The 



 

 

NHS Federation says that it is getting close to the cliff edge about the crisis in London.  Of 

course, you just threw that red herring out about this crisis in primary care and the GP contract. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did not mention it.  You have just mentioned it.  But 

good point, though. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota (AM):  The point I am making is that that is not right.  It is a red herring.  

Mike Farrar of the NHS Federation said that there was no link between the GP contract and the 

A&E crisis but the question is this, Mr Mayor. You have brought in a new health tsar, 

Ruth Carnall, who in 2008 said you were fighting for St Mary’s Hospital.  In 2008 she said to you 

she had to re-educate you about the reconfiguration of services and the closure of hospitals.  

But in 2011 you were fighting to protect the Brompton Hospital.  Again, your health tsar, if you 

read The Evening Standard yesterday, said there is no A&E crisis and that possibly we maybe 

should close the children’s hospital at the Royal Brompton.  I am wondering: are you being 

re-educated about reconfiguration of services or will you stand up for Londoners and the plight 

of their A&E services? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Several points there, Onkar.  I have to listen carefully to 

all the advice I am given and clearly one of the things people do appreciate is I do not run the 

service.  I do not run the budgets.  I cannot, unfortunately, take the decisions here.  What I can 

do is speak up for Londoners, as you rightly say.  It is for that reason that I wanted to get 

Ruth Carnall to give us the best possible advice.  Her view about the A&E services is I think more 

or less what I have just said.  There are a range of problems that are contributing to the 

difficulties that A&Es are experiencing at the moment.  We need to tackle those problems.  I 

have always been of the view that we should have dealt with the primary care issue in London in 

the way that the previous –[Lord] Ara Darzi [former Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 

Department of Health] was on the right lines in my view and it may not be your view but I 

thought that he had some pretty constructive things to say. 

 

On the configuration of hospitals and the Royal Brompton, again, we have had this discussion 

many times.  I think we should try as far as we can to listen to the views of clinicians who want 

to deliver the best possible care.  It is an argument that is analogous really to the arguments we 

have had about police stations or fire stations and not always be buffeted this way and that by 

political considerations.  I am willing to listen to arguments both ways on hospital 

configurations. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota (AM):  Stephen Dorrell, previous Tory Secretary of State for Health, 

Chairman of the Health Committee, a Tory Member of Parliament, disagrees with Ruth Carnall.  

He says there is a crisis in the A&E departments.  He backs up the five-point plan put forward 

by Andy Burnham [Shadow Secretary of State for Health].  One of them is to stop the A&E 

closures, stop the closure of the urgent care centres and to put more investment into A&E 

services.  It is a crisis.  Is Stephen Dorrell right or is Ruth Carnall right? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, I think on the evidence I have before me -- 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota (AM):  The question is: is Ruth Carnall right or is Stephen Dorrell right? 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not know exactly what Stephen Dorrell has said.  

What I can tell you is that -- 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota (AM):  Do you want me to tell you what he said? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You have the advantage of having what Stephen Dorrell 

said before you.  What I can tell you is I think that Ruth Carnall has a lot of experience of these 

questions and her view and the view of Anne Rainsbury of NHS London is that matters in the 

A&E service are improving.  Clearly there remains a series of interconnected problems and not 

least -- 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota (AM):  I will tell you what Ruth Carnall is right about.  She said you should 

be the champion of Londoners and that is what Ruth Carnall is right about.  I want you to be 

the champion of Londoners and to fight for their A&E crisis in London and stop -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not going to fight for the A&E crisis.  If there is an 

A&E crisis I am going to try to help solve it.  That is what I am going to do. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  I am glad in your last comments you said you want to help solve it 

because that is the first time I have heard you say you actually want to get involved with A&E 

matters.  Can I raise my local hospital, Chase Farm?  Its A&E is due to close later this year but in 

actual fact, some of the issues you have talked about on primary care not being up to scratch 

for example, one of the conditions of it closing was that the community services had to be 

there.  They are not there and yet the plans are still to close it.  Do you think that is acceptable 

or will you now intervene and actually ask the NHS to look again?  This closure should be 

halted? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cannot intervene and halt the closure, as you know, 

because I do not run it. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  But you could stand up and actually ask them to look again. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can certainly intervene and ask them to justify the 

decision to close.  But I have to be clear to you.  I think the biggest role I can fulfil in helping 

the NHS in London is to help politicians to be brave and to face the fact that sometimes you do 

need to change things.  You cannot keep every department and every hospital absolutely as it is 

and has been for the last 20 years.  Sometimes you do need to make changes in the 

configuration of hospital provision in London and in A&E provision in London.  Sometimes it is a 

question of being willing to face down people who, as with fire stations, can get very emotional 

and understandably emotional about the implications.  Sometimes it is necessary to stick up for 

reason and for common sense. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  But you have heard from Dr Sahota that many organisations are 

saying that there is a crisis.  The Foundation Trust Network only in the last ten days has 

described A&Es at a tipping point.  The closure of an A&E such as Chase Farm is actually going 



 

 

to place an unbearable burden on nearby hospitals such as Barnet and North Middlesex.  It 

seems to me that you cannot reconfigure if the underlying basis of where you want to take up 

the slack is not actually there and it is clearly not there, so will you actually ask Ruth Carnall, 

your new adviser, perhaps to look at this?  That was the precursor on the closure.  It is not up to 

scratch and if we go ahead with A&Es closing across London without alternative provision there, 

the service is actually going to get a lot worse and Londoners’ health is actually going to 

deteriorate. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Actually, Londoners’ health is not deteriorating.  It is 

improving.  Londoners are living longer than ever before -- 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Access to emergency care. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think we need to be frank and we need to look at 

ways--  What Ara Darzi did with stroke care was outstanding.  It may be that by greater 

centralisation, by greater concentration of talent, of consultants in one area, in one hospital, 

rather than spreading them across the field, you can save more lives.  That is a point that we 

had over and over again, for instance, when we went down to Lewisham and it is a point I will 

continue to make. 

 

On the causes of excess waits in A&E, we need to look at what is really going on.  Onkar says it 

is nothing to do with the GP contracts and that is a point of view.  It is not a universally-held 

point of view.  Other people disagree with Onkar about that.  There are all sorts of reasons why I 

think you are seeing an increase in custom at A&E.  Some of those reasons I think could be 

addressed by changes to the way we run primary care.  Although you will appreciate I am not as 

deeply engrossed in this as I am in transport or policing as people will understand,  I do not run 

it in the same way, it is my view that we need to continue to look at what is going on in primary 

care and the difficulty of reforming it. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  There are issues with primary care.  Given that, can I ask you to 

look again at the impending A&E closures?  If primary care is not there, it is my contention that 

actually these closures should not go ahead. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I understand that point and, as I have said to you 

already, Joanne, I will look into the circumstances surrounding the Chase Farm A&E. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  That would be great.  Thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  But I cannot arrive like a -- 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  But it is an impending cut and residents are very concerned. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- deus ex machina and stop the closure because that is 

not my function. 

 



 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  At this stage I welcome pupils from Betty Layward 

Primary School in Stoke Newington who have just entered the Chamber, so welcome to Mayor’s 

Question Time. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Good morning. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Just on cue, we actually have a question on schools now in the 

name of Assembly Member Dismore asking about the recent relaxation of planning controls for 

free schools and whether you support them.  

 

 

1967/2013 - Free schools permitted development rights 

 

Andrew Dismore 

 

Do you support the recent relaxation of planning controls for free schools? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I do think free schools are excellent, Andrew.  It is a 

great thing that London has now done more.  I think now something like 38% of all the free 

schools in the whole country have been in London, although we have a huge shortage of school 

places in this city.  We need to build more schools.  We will need 118,000 new primary places by 

2016 alone. 

 

I think the Labour Party seems to be moving in the right direction because Stephen Twigg 

[Shadow Secretary of State for Education] the other day said that Labour would now support 

the formation of parent-led academies as a policy on which I am sure he supports.  Lord Adonis 

[Chair, London First’s Crossrail 2 Taskforce], the Labour peer who is responsible for drawing up 

the Labour manifesto or something like that, says that this will enable more parent-led 

academies like the West London Free School, like Toby Young’s excellent school in 

Hammersmith, if it is now official Labour policy to support those free schools, then, Andrew, I 

am supporting you. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  That is not actually what the question was.  If you actually look at 

what the question was, it is about whether you support the relaxation of planning controls in 

relation to free schools.  Is it fair for free school pupils, for example, to be shoehorned into a 

wholly unsuitable site at the whim of Michael Gove [Secretary of State for Education]?  Is it fair 

for local residents that a free school can be sprung on them with no opportunity to object to an 

unsuitable location due to your government’s change of planning law?  Why should free schools 

be allowed to ride roughshod over local people this way because of the abolition of the change 

of use rules just for free schools, allowing leisure facilities, hotels, business premises, residential 

homes, all to be switched without even a planning application to be a school?  In fact, the only 

thing that seems to have been left out of the change of use regulations changes is fire stations 

and police stations which I think you want to see as free schools rather than used for what they 

were actually designed for in the first place. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  So you want -- 



 

 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I want you to answer my -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You are opposed to new schools? 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I want you to answer my question about planning law. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have.  I have said yes.  You missed it.  You have to 

listen.  If I say yes, then that is the answer. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  So you support the change of use regulations so that anyone can 

build a free school without the benefit of planning consent? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I support the creation of more free schools and, yes, I 

have seen several applications.  I must not fetter my discretion but when I see an application 

that I think is going to do damage to the green belt or involves unnecessary loss of green space, 

then I will say no. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  But the problem is -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  But generally speaking, we have a massive shortage of 

school places in this city and it is a good thing to build more schools. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  But you cannot do that with these new planning rules.  I do not think 

you have read them, Boris.  What about Avanti School?  I have written to you about this one.  

Trying to muscle in next to Broadfields Primary -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Which school? 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Avanti Free School.  I wrote to you about this last month.  Obviously 

you do not read your letters.  It is trying to muscle into Broadfields Primary in a site that is -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Forgive me.  I get a lot of letters, Andrew.  I am sure I 

have read your letter but I am sorry the contents of it -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You have the attention span of a goldfish if you did not pick this up. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sorry the contents of it are not immediately in my 

mind eloquently though you are right. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Let me put the question to you.  OK.  What about Avanti Free 

School?  They have tried to muscle into a site next to Broadfields Primary -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The last thing I would accuse you of is being tedious. 

 



 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  -- with 1,700 children, a site that is woefully too small.  They want to 

put ten portacabins next to Fairway Primary which brings nothing to local people except 

inconvenience and traffic jams.  There are no places for local kids which is the intention of free 

schools, no places for local kids because these schools are based in Harrow where they draw 

their pupils from, not Barnet, completely contrary to the intention of free schools. 

 

You have a role here.  When are you going to exercise that role and make sure that proper 

planning arrangements are put in place so that local people’s objections are properly 

considered?  Or are you simply going to push this to one side?  I bet if they were going to do 

this on the playing fields of Eton you would be objecting. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Here we go.  Here we go.  Indeed, indeed.  As you 

rightly say, I went to the same school as the party leader.  I did.  I was at the same London 

primary school as Ed Miliband, the Labour Party leader.  A great school it is, Primrose Hill 

Primary School, and it made us what we are today.  I have great confidence in all schools.  They 

are improving by the way, London schools.  It is a fantastic story of improvement in the last few 

years and -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  What about the planning applications? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- I do not know why you are so hostile to this new 

school.  I will go and read your scintillating letter and see why you object so passionately to a 

new school in your constituency. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Thousands of local residents are objecting, Boris. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There you go.  Some local people do not want to have 

their lives interrupted by schoolchildren.  I will find out why.  I will do my best to be reasonable 

with you and with these people who so dislike schoolchildren and I will see what I can do to 

help.  But I am in favour of more school places.  I think we have a problem in London.  We have 

too few primary places, too few secondary places.  We need to build more schools and the 

answer to your question is yes. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Excellent. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Mr Mayor, do you think that Assembly Member Dismore, like some lonely 

Japanese soldier in the jungle, has not received the message that in the class war on education 

their bosses have actually surrendered? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  He has not received the message that they have 

just done a policy U-turn.  Since he tabled this question, [Stephen] Twigg [Shadow Secretary of 

State for Education] has actually come out in favour of free schools in the form of so-called 

parent-led academies.  I know Lord Adonis can be a very tricky customer but he seems to be 

saying -- 

 



 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Can I ask Members to stop arguing across the Chamber while the 

Mayor is trying to answer?  Thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much, Darren, for that generous 

assistance.  I am surprised by Andrew’s [Dismore] vicious attack on this school that people want 

to build in his constituency and the aspirations and hopes of everybody involved in it.  I will get 

to the bottom of why he objects.  I imagine it is some not in my backyard (NIMBY) complaint or 

other.  I will have a look, without in any way fettering my discretion over planning. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  On that note, we will move on to the next question.  The Mayor’s 

2020 Vision: the Labour group will accept a written answer for that one. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Good, because we are going to have a -- 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Then the one after that on empty homes in the name of Assembly 

Member Copley has been withdrawn, so we then move on to -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Why?  That is because they know that I am refuting their 

nonsense -- 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  We do not discuss withdrawn questions.  That is why they are 

withdrawn. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is because they are collaborating with the BBC to 

do some rubbish which I could now explode -- 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Mr Mayor, we do not debate withdrawn questions.  That is the 

whole point of withdrawing them. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  All right.  Fair enough. 

 

 

1971/2013 - Rough sleeping 

 

Jennette Arnold  

 

In 2009 you pledged to end rough sleeping in London by 2012, but the housing crisis, high 

unemployment and changes to the welfare system are leading to more people sleeping rough, 

not less.  How is your approach going to change so that we tackle this problem?   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Jennette.  Rough sleeping continues to be a 

serious problem but the real achievement of the London Rough Sleeping Group, formerly the 

London Delivery Board, is that so few people spend a second night out.  More than 80% are 

now helped off the street before they spend a second night out.  That is a great credit to the 

work that has been done.  A lot of the rough sleepers, as I am sure you are aware, are coming 

from outside this city and indeed this country.  I think a large proportion is from central and 



 

 

eastern Europe.  It remains a serious problem which is why we are investing £33.8 million in 

rough sleeping services plus the Social Impact Bond to reward those who are able to help get 

rough sleepers off the streets and deal particularly with entrenched rough sleeping. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  Thank you for that reply and I am sure everyone in this room 

will welcome the work that is being done and the allocation of funds.  I just want to focus with 

my follow-up question on former rough sleepers in London. 

 

Following the General Election, the Government increased the age threshold of the single room 

rate from 25 to 35, so this means that everyone 35 and under now only qualifies for a housing 

benefit for shared accommodation.  You claimed you have successfully negotiated exemptions 

to this change for former rough sleepers.  However, I have been informed by workers of 

charities in this area that the exemption is not being implemented properly because many 

boroughs are not aware of it and because of the level of proof of benefit claimants is so high.  It 

means when you go to get this benefit it is very difficult for the claimant to then show where 

they have been for the last three months in terms of being homeless on the streets.  In fact, the 

forms could be amended to make it easier.  Are you aware of this? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  If yes, what are you doing about it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The Rough Sleeping Group is working with -- we are 

aware and we think there is a problem to do with the advice that boroughs are giving.  This is 

something actually I think Roger [Evans, AM] raised a while back or another Member raised a 

while back. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  It is across every constituency. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is across every constituency.  We need to make sure 

that boroughs do more to give useful advice and help to people to prevent rough sleeping.  We 

are not convinced that that is happening at the moment and the Mayor’s Rough Sleeping 

Group, led by Rick Blakeway [Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property], is focusing very 

hard on that.  That is part of what we are trying to do with the funds that we have. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  Can I suggest that a letter from you to leaders and chief execs 

would be an act that you could do and that would be welcomed? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  What I can certainly offer you, Jennette, today is I 

will write to you with an account of what we are doing to deal with that particular problem.  But 

where I think we are being successful is in helping to get people off the streets after they have 

been there for the first night.  It is a big problem.  It is caused partly by inward migration.  It is 

not necessarily caused entirely by changes to the benefit system, though I cannot exclude that 

that is also a factor, so there are lots of different aspects to it. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE (AM):  So there is lots more work to do.  Thank you. 



 

 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Just to follow up that very good question because that had similarity 

to the question I asked -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry.  Forgive me, Steve.  I am sorry.  It was your 

question. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  All this is really to say, when you write to Jennette, could you kindly 

copy that to me because I also have an interest in the same subject? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will copy you in on that. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Thank you. 

 

 

1972/2013 - Aviation noise 

 

Murad Qureshi  

 

What have you done to reduce the noise disturbance experienced by residents affected by the 

Heathrow flight paths?  

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks.  Murad, thank you very much for that and you 

have been consistent for a long time, like Conservative Members here.  You have spoken up 

against a third runway at Heathrow and changes to operations at Heathrow that would 

adversely impact Londoners, in particular west Londoners. 

 

You ask what I have been doing to reduce noise impacts.  The most important thing obviously 

was to campaign against in 2008 and effectively help to stop the creation of a third runway.  We 

have called for the Government to prohibit flights at Heathrow between 11.00pm and 7.00am 

when most people are asleep.  I have called on the Government to ensure that Heathrow is 

subject to much more rigorous and independently assessed noise monitoring plus a penalty 

regime.  We are looking very closely at the impacts of all the changes to the new operational 

freedoms that are being advocated.  I do not want to reiterate the numbers but you and I are 

probably at one on a lot of this. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor, for that response.  I will just inform you that 

94% of Hounslow residents in response to the council’s community consultation on an 

expanded Heathrow demanded that there be better noise mitigation.  What I need to really 

know is what you are doing in the here and now given that there is no sign that you are going 

to be revising the Mayor’s Ambient Noise Strategy - this document here has not been touched 

for almost ten years now - and also the fact that one of the first things you did was to cut your 

noise team in 2008 and outsource it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry.  Just to repeat, the most important thing that we 

are doing to try to improve things is to prohibit flights out of Heathrow between 11.00pm and 



 

 

7.00am.  At the moment we have a very difficult situation.  What I worry about is that we have a 

strong body of opinion now in the Labour Party that thinks it is absolutely essential to keep 

Heathrow at the minimum as it is and to allow no real prospect of long-term improvement for 

the people of west London.  I think there is obviously a lot of pressure coming from the various 

unions that are there and I can understand what is going on.  For my own part, I think that is 

the wrong way forward.  I think we should be looking at --  and you hear a representative of 

that view from John [Biggs].  It is a view taken by some parts of the Labour Party.  It is not my 

view.  I think that we should be looking for a better solution.  We already have in Heathrow an 

airport that produces a third of the excess aircraft noise pollution suffered by all populations in 

the whole of Europe.  They measure 76 airports around the EU for excess noise pollution.  

Heathrow generates about 28% of all that excess noise pollution.  Three quarters of a million 

people in London or 766,000 suffer excess noise pollution already.  We want to bring those 

numbers down, not up. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  Just one brief comment.  The reality is there are different standards of 

mitigation between the airports.  That is the issue you are missing and you need to tackle that.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If there are further ideas that you wish to bring for doing 

that, then I am more than happy to discuss it.  Can I suggest you talk to Daniel Moylan 

[Aviation Adviser to the Mayor of London] about your ideas? 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  Do you not think it scandalous and outrageous, Mr Mayor, that Heathrow 

has recently issued a statement suggesting that Heathrow is going to be closed and there will 

therefore be devastation right across west London unequalled since the Luftwaffe?  Do you not 

think that it needs to be said loudly and clearly that it has never been your intention or indeed 

the intention of those people who live near the airport and who are the principal protesters that 

Heathrow should go?  What we and you have been advocating is that there be additional 

aircraft capacity possibly in the Thames Estuary which will take most of the traffic which goes to 

Heathrow but Heathrow in itself will continue to be an economic driver for west London. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think certainly you could imagine a much reduced 

airport there in the future.  But do not forget that Heathrow at the moment only supplies about 

3% of the economic activity of west London.  That corridor is already one of the most dynamic 

and competitive parts of the whole of the United Kingdom (UK) economy.  You could imagine 

that with a four runway hub airport elsewhere, a lot of that space could be released.  We have 

talked a lot about the shortage of housing.  That land could be released for fantastic quality 

housing.  You have an area roughly the size of the Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.  You 

could imagine new high-tech industry, university campuses and an incredible employment 

future for that area. 

 

In the meantime, the economy of this city and this country would be driven forward even faster 

by our ability to compete once again with other European countries in aviation capacity.  We are 

losing that.  We are losing jobs.  We are losing market share to Schiphol, to Frankfurt, to Paris.  

We are seeing jobs that should be British jobs migrate overseas.  It is an absolute tragedy and 

we need to regain our competitive edge.  That is why I think we need a new airport. 

 



 

 

 

1947/2013 - DfT Grant 

 

Richard Tracey  

 

In an article in The Evening Standard on 4 June, The Evening Standard’s editor Sarah Sands 

suggested that TfL might see a cut in their grant from the DfT of “around 50% excluding capital 

projects such as Crossrail”.  What effect would such a cut have on TfL’s ability to run London’s 

public transport?  

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  You are right to point to that article.  Clearly a cut 

on that scale would be completely wrong for London.  We need to keep investing in transport 

infrastructure to keep pace with the population demands that I have talked about earlier and to 

satisfy the demands that are being placed on our system already.  We need to keep going with 

the Tube upgrades.  We need to maintain our road network.  We need to continue to bring 

down congestion and we are going to do that, so a cut on that scale would be completely 

wrong. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I trust you will be campaigning right up to 

26 June when I gather the announcements will be made.  This morning just after 8.00am I 

travelled here on packed buses and trains and of course, as you just said, it is going to get worse 

in the next decade and then the decade after that.  Do you think that Transport Ministers and 

Treasury Ministers do not ever use public transport to have the experience that I have had?  

Instead of giving us a clear assurance that we are going to get the money for London’s transport 

infrastructure, they talk instead about spending £30 billion on High Speed 2 (HS2), which has a 

cost-benefit analysis of far less than the infrastructure of the Underground, buses and so on. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It was a Labour project, of course, which everyone is 

now distancing themselves from.  But, yes, I do agree.  What I think should certainly happen is 

that government ministers of both coalition parties should be absolutely compelled, in order to 

understand the imperative in investing in this city, they should be compelled to go by public 

transport around London.  I do not know why they do not.  I am fed up with getting texts from 

government minsters saying, “I say, can you do something about the traffic jam I am in in my 

limo?”  They should be on the bus or on the Tube or on their bike and I hope the Assembly will 

join me in sending a very strong signal to Westminster and Whitehall of our views. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Of course, the Assembly has written to the Chancellor, I think - is that 

right, Mr Chairman? - to say just that.  However, the point surely that they do not seem to catch 

is that many places, many cities and towns across the British Isles actually benefit in 

employment terms from supplying TfL with the various things they need for our transport 

infrastructure.  We are put in this slightly perilous position when the likes of Paris are able to 

look ahead 15 years in its transport planning.  What stupidity is this? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely right, and that is one of the reasons why I 

welcome the work of Tony Travers [Chair, London Finance Commission] and the London 

Finance Commission in what they had to say about sustainability of funding for London.  Even 



 

 

more important than quantum is dependability.  If you have a funding stream that is guaranteed 

over 10, 15 or 20 years, you can drive a much better bargain with your contractors, you will give 

developers more confidence to go ahead with projects and you will create much more 

momentum behind the things that we need to get done like Crossrail 2 and other schemes that 

are mentioned in the 2020 Vision.  I completely agree with that analysis. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Thank you.  All strength to your arm over the next week. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  For the record, I will confirm I wrote to the Chancellor 

and to the Secretary of State for Transport on behalf of the whole Assembly in support of 

continued investment in transport infrastructure in London and the need for a long-term secure 

financial settlement for TfL.  That went on behalf of the whole Assembly. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Darren.  Did you specifically ask for Ministers 

to be conveyed by public transport? 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  That can be a follow-up, I think.   

 

 

 

1935/2013 - High Rise 

 

Andrew Boff  

 

Do you agree with the chief executive of the Prince of Wales’s design charity, the Prince’s 

Foundation for Building Community, who recently said that the preference in London for “steel 

and glass” high-rise towers will fail to solve London’s housing crisis? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not perhaps as doctrinaire as the Prince of Wales’s 

design chief executive.  I think that high-rise buildings can have their place.  I think that London 

is not quite like central Paris.  We do not have a height restriction of 83 feet.  In some places, 

tall buildings can work well.  I do share your general views about wanting to encourage families 

to live in good, well-constructed homes with three or more bedrooms and with configurations 

that are traditional to this city.  That is why in the Olympic Park, for instance, we are going to 

be building loads of family homes and very much in a style that I am sure you would approve of. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  How much of your laudable target for family 

housing will be met in high rise developments? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cannot give you the answer.  I do not generally approve 

of  high-rise developments for family housing, as you know.  There will be some three or 

four-bedroom apartments I imagine in some high rise developments but it is not something that 

we encourage and I cannot give you the -- 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  I am delighted to hear of your general disapproval for family housing in 

high-rise developments.  How about putting a number to that? 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cannot.  I do not have the -- 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  How about expressing that formal disapproval in a policy or guidance to 

future developers? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What we generally say is we want 42% of new homes to 

be three or more bedrooms and it is very clear not just in the plan but in what we are doing that 

you can achieve very great numbers and you can achieve great densities without going high.  

Pimlico, as you know, is the most densely populated area of London and you do not have 

skyscrapers full of families there. 

 

We are going to improve fire services across London and including in Pimlico.  If you look at 

what has happened in estates around the city, in some very interesting cases you are seeing 

1960s high rises torn down to make way for a new London vernacular of a more terraced 

approach that actually does deliver very great densities and a wonderful quality of life. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  I am delighted to hear your support for those concepts.  As you know, it 

is something that this group in general has been banging on about for quite a while.  I would 

like to see that in terms of some kind of guidance to future developers who must know that 

there is general disapproval from the Mayor of London for family housing to be provided in 

tower blocks. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There is such disapproval.  Let me see if I can get you 

some numbers, Andrew, about that, about how it has been going and the changes because we 

have been changing it. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Thank you.  Absolutely.  Of course, one of the things you might want to 

acquaint yourself with as well, Mr Mayor, and perhaps acquaint me with the figures for is how 

many overseas investors are buying houses and how many overseas investors are buying flats.  Is 

there a disparity between those two, i.e. is there a queue of overseas investors wanting to buy 

the kind of ground-level homes that Londoners actually want? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  May I answer your question? 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Survey after survey is indicating that what Londoners want is houses on 

streets, not flats in tower blocks.  Yet that is not what we are really seeing. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It depends what you mean by overseas investors.  We 

are seeing lots of money coming into London which is helping us to develop sites that would 

otherwise be completely dormant or vacant and that is a good thing, so I am not going to attack 

overseas investment. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Yes.  That is a good thing as long as we are seeing that benefit. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There is a specific question about whether barons of 

international capital are hoovering up all the family homes in London.  That is something that I 

do not think is happening but there is a lot of anxiety about that.  I think it is very difficult to 

create a framework that stops that problem without discouraging overall investment in the city.  

That is something that I really do want to see.  We are seeing fantastic -- 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  It is quite simple, Mr Mayor.  Every time there is a development -- and I 

am not saying we should never, ever build a flat in London.  What I am saying is that if we were 

getting that investment into building flats, you should be able to see the yin and the yang.  You 

should be able to see the developments.  Investment, fine, brings money into a development.  

But you should also be able to see the benefits that there are to Londoners and those benefits 

have to be expressed in family housing at ground level. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If you look at what is going to be happening, for 

instance, the big developments that are now going ahead thanks to overseas investment, there 

will be a lot of family housing that would otherwise simply not exist and a lot of that will go to 

Londoners as we would want.  We have a massive challenge to build more homes in London and 

we cannot do it without attracting overseas investment. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you very much.  Under Standing Orders, can we agree to 

extend the time for the remaining business?  We have still a few minutes left on the clock 

because of the unscheduled adjournment that we had earlier on. 

 

All:  Agreed. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you, Members.  So, if that is agreed, can we then move on to 

the next question in the name of Assembly Member Twycross on the South London Incinerator? 

 

1973/2013 - South London Incinerator 

 

Fiona Twycross 

 

Will you take action to stop the building of the proposed South London Incinerator on the 

Sutton/Croydon Border? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thanks, Fiona.  I have been consulted on the 

planning application for this.  We did raise a number of issues relating to waste planning, 

Metropolitan Open land, biodiversity, sustainable development and so on and so forth.  I think 

the Council has resolved a grant approval, so it is going to come back to me, so it very difficult 

for me to say more on it now. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  OK.  I would just raise a couple of points you might like to think about 

when it does come back to you.  Science evolves constantly and the science on incinerators 

looks likes it is changing, reflecting long-standing public concerns about potential health 

impacting incinerators.  For example, a nanoparticle such as PM10s produced during 

incineration has been linked to cardiovascular deaths and higher mortality rates in a study 



 

 

published just recently as last year.  Are you confident that if the Beddington Lane incinerator 

goes ahead it will not harm the health of local people and children? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cannot really comment on that sort of thing, Fiona.  All 

I can say is all those sorts of concerns will, of course, be taken into account. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  OK, good, thank you.  Your own London Plan as well as National 

Planning Guidelines offer strong protection for Metropolitan Open Land against an appropriate 

development and the developer, Viridor, has admitted that the development is technically 

inappropriate.  Will you put yourself in the position of approving it even when the developer 

says it is technically inappropriate? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, I do not want to fetter my discretion in that 

planning decision.  I think I would be unwise to comment on that. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  OK, thank you. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Without fettering your discretion, can I take it as read that you will look at 

the fact that is Metropolitan Open Land and, therefore, building on it is contrary to your 

London Plan? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It follows, yes. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  It will really badly worsen air quality in the area and also we will lose 

thousands of tons of actual useful, recyclable waste.  I presume you will take all those factors in 

too.  Thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course, it follows from what I have said that -- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I got you a round of applause there. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I don’t know if it was for me.  I think it is for you in 

raising the issue.  I would, of course, take all those things into consideration. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Could you tell me your waste strategy policy on incineration? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not opposed to incineration per se.  I think it can be 

a very effective and clean way of getting rid of waste. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Actually, your waste strategy says that incineration, without energy 

recovery, is the very last resort and we know that Viridor, who are the applicants, have agreed to 

a working party to look at energy recovery and that is all they are agreeing to.  You have 

SELCHP [South East London Combined Heat and Power energy recovery facility], no heat 

recovery; you have Belvedere [incinerator], no heat recovery.  Are you going to allow another 

one without heat recovery?  You have heard Fiona Twycross talk about the policies on 



 

 

Metropolitan Open Land.  You know what your waste strategy says about energy recovery, 

about taking the heat off.  I do not see how you could give this permission. 

 

I want to go on for a moment, which is to say the four boroughs, Merton, Croydon, Sutton and 

Kingston have very good ambitions for recycling.  Already they do not produce anything like 

enough waste for this 300,000 ton incinerator.  It will be importing waste from Guildford, from 

Redding, from Southern England.  Is that really your vision to be the incineration capital of 

Southern England? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Again, I think you are inviting me to comment on a 

planning decision I have not yet taken and it would be wrong of me to do so now but I hear the 

point you make. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Do you take these points into account because it is so against what you 

are trying to do on recycling? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I hear what you say. 

 

 

1946/2013 - Aircraft Diversion 

 

Richard Tracey 

 

With your role in emergency planning, are you comfortable with the procedure that led to an 

aircraft with an engine on fire flying over Slough, Watford, and parts of Essex, before returning 

over the Thames Estuary and crossing South London to return to Heathrow? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thanks, Dick.  Yes, we have written to Daniel 

Moylan.  Obviously there is an Air Accident Investigation Board inquiry into this incident where 

a plane was disabled and flew a long way back over London.  I think it is very early to draw too 

many conclusions but Daniel has written to the Air Accident Investigation Board (AAIB) to ask 

them to include in their report, details explaining the chain of reasoning which led them to take 

that particular route and why the plane followed the path it did. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Yes, thank you.  I raise this question with you because there was very 

considerable concern in the area that I represent in southwest London.  I understand possibly 

four million people could have been put at risk by this aircraft which took off and then the fire 

in the engine was detected.  It then flew apparently over Hertfordshire and Essex and it seems 

to my constituents and others that the sensible thing would have been to divert it then to 

somewhere like Stansted which clearly has provision to deal with terrorists and hijacked aircraft, 

or else to somewhere which was not so densely populated.  It just seems absolute nonsense that 

there is any kind of protocol that encourages the aircraft to be brought back over these densely 

populated areas of London.  Surely this is something which I hope your aviation advisor will be 

putting to the investigation. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, absolutely.  I think you are right to raise the 

question.  As you know, my normal line on things is not to jump to conclusions, not to sound 

the alarm too early, but let’s dig into it, let’s see what risks people were really under and let’s 

see exactly what the process of the decision making was and whether there are any lessons to 

be learnt.  It may be the conclusions from this particular incident are not very significant but I 

can understand why people were alarmed. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  I do remind you, three, four years ago, there was the aircraft that 

dropped short of the runway at Heathrow; another warning to us of the dangers that exist. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  It is a factor in the whole discussion about 

Heathrow.  There is no question that with an airport, with a massive airport in the western 

suburbs of London, you are statistically I suppose more likely to be putting ground populations 

at risk of a disaster.  That is not, for my money, the overwhelming reason for the case we are 

making however. 

 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Thank you. 

 

1805/2013 - Wave and Pay (1) 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE 

 

Will Oyster users have access to the new weekly Pay as You Go cap at the same time as Wave 

and Pay users? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, right, Caroline, very good question and I was not 

happy with the briefing I had about this because I have been trying to get my head round 

exactly what it is you are trying to achieve here.  As I understand it, the data management on 

the Oyster Card is not as sophisticated as the data management on the contactless Wave and 

Pay Card, I am told.  So we cannot use that in exactly the same way as the contactless Wave and 

Pay Card.  That is the best answer I can give you but what we want to do obviously is to get 

more and more people using the contactless Wave and Pay system and it seems to be going 

very well.  We have about 1,000 new contactless payment cards attached on to the readers of 

London’s 8,500 buses every day.  One of the problems, as you know, is people using both at the 

same time. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE (AM):  Yes but two years ago when I first raised this with you, you 

stated you would certainly make sure that Oyster Cards have the cheapest fares and Oyster Card 

users are not in any way disadvantaged.  Yet if you bring in a weekly cap on Wave and Pay, this 

is going to affect the one in five Londoners who do not have bank cards.  20% of Londoners do 

not have credit or debit cards.  They cannot access these cheaper fares, so in some ways, this 

policy could effectively be penalising poorer Londoners. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not agree with that because the Oyster Card will 

certainly have the cheapest single fare. 



 

 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE (AM):  That is different to what you said to me two years ago. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, that is consistent.  I have always said the Oyster 

Card will continue to have the cheapest single fare. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE (AM):  No, cheapest fares.  Your quote from two years ago is 

cheapest fares and you have changed it in your last month’s answer to me and said cheapest 

single fares which is different.  I accept two years ago-- you have had two years to sort out the 

contract with Oyster which does have the technology that you could have ironed out, sorted out 

the contract with Oyster to make sure that a weekly cap would be available because it is low-

income Londoners who end up using their Pay as You Go every day, they have a daily cap.  They 

should benefit from the weekly cap, not just the people who have bank cards. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As you know, in the end, we will be moving away from 

Oyster Cards to a Wave and Pay system and in the long run, we do not want to be running a 

payment system.  We want to be running buses and there are many people who run payment 

systems with bank cards and there is no reason why we should be in that particular business.  

We want to encourage the expansion of Wave and Pay.  I do not want to penalise Oyster users.  

I understand what you are saying but the advice I have been given is that the Oyster does not 

have the flexibility to deliver the cap in the way you want. 

 

I will go back to TfL.  I will see what I can do to establish why that is and whether there is 

anything we can do to prevent Oyster Card users being in any way disadvantaged but it will 

remain the case that Oyster Cards will always have the cheapest single fare. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE (AM):  Single fares.  As I say, it is different to what you said two years 

ago.  I think the reality is that the contract you have around Oyster is too expensive.  We know 

it costs 14 pence in every pound to administer whereas your Wave and Pay is under 1 penny.  I 

understand why TfL want to encourage people that way but the issue is if 20% of Londoners do 

not have access to a bank card, they are not going to get the cheapest fares and they are 

probably the people who really do need access to the cheapest fares.  Will you go away, 

properly review this and make sure that Oyster always has the cheapest fares including a weekly 

cap? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think there is a very difficult problem which is Oyster is 

a relatively recent scheme.  There is no reason why it should become a permanent piece of 

technology.  Is it capable of being improved on?  Can we find ways of cutting costs?  Yes, we 

can.  Can we do it without disadvantaging, as you suggest, the poorest Londoners?  Well, we 

have to find a way of doing that.  I think you are raising a serious point.  That is why I wanted to 

dig deep really into the briefing I have. 

 

What I am going to propose to you, Caroline, is that I will get you a serious argued answer about 

how we can deliver a Wave and Pay system on public transport that does not in any way 

disadvantage those who do not have access to bank cards.  

 



 

 

 

1879/2013 - Youth Engagement Training for Police Recruits 

 

Jenny Jones 

 

Will you introduce a compulsory youth engagement training module for all new police recruits? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Jenny.  What we are doing is not a specific new 

engagement training module for youth engagement but in the stop and search behavioural 

module, there is a new emphasis on engaging with young people.  Obviously we would expect, 

as part of any police officer, any police community support officer [PCSO] general training that 

they should understand how to engage with young people and the traps not to fall into. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I do not know if you know but the Safer London Foundation, which is a 

Metropolitan Police Service charity, did a poll of young people and 50% of those questions said 

they did not trust the police.  There is a big gap that needs to be fixed somehow, so I am really 

glad to hear about that.  I think you are having a big recruiting session this summer.  I think all 

police officers ought to have a bit more on how to engage with young people. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  OK, thank you.  A very quick answer to that before the Green Group 

is out of time. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes and it is part of trying to increase police confidence 

which is what Victoria has rightly raised. 

 

1965/2013 - MPS Diversity 

 

Joanne McCartney 

 

What policies are you putting in place to ensure that London’s police force better reflects 

London’s population? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Joanne.  Yes, there is a big effort going on now 

on that as part of the Recruiting of 5,000 new officers over the next three years.  We are trying 

to increase diversity as well in the force and to make sure we have, in London, a police force 

that represents the city we live in and that is what Londoners want.  It is part of building 

confidence.  What we will not do is compromise on quality and I am sure nobody would want us 

to do that. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  No but this seems to be an intractable problem that many people 

have tried to wrestle with over the last couple of decades.  Assistant Commissioner (AC) Burn is 

quoted as saying that the Metropolitan Police Service would like the Home Office to change 

legislation to allow it to recruit one black minority officer if one white one is recruited.  Are you 

supporting that bold move? 

 



 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  OK, again a very quick answer to that because the Labour Group are 

out of time. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am supportive of positive action, Joanne, provided 

obviously it does not mean that there is any compromise on quality. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  There are many people out there of good quality, Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes. So the answer is yes. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Thank you, Chair.  AC Burns’ proposals were based on work which was 

done with the police service of Northern Ireland, a place where there were predominantly two 

different cultures which could be at odds with one another.  In London, we have a great many 

different cultures and a much more diverse city.  Do you think that makes the approach which 

they used in Northern Ireland unsuitable for our city and we need to have other solutions? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We want a force that represents London and that means 

reaching out to every possible community and finding, as Joanne says, the good people that 

want to sign up.  We are having a lot of talks with people across London about how to do that. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Do you think that one very good way that legislation could be changed to 

improve diversity would be to allow direct recruitment into the police from higher levels? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, at higher level, yes, absolutely and we have been 

pushing for that for a long time.  I believe there are pilots now taking place to allow that to 

happen so that people could have a mid-life change of career, great people who can join the 

police a bit later on. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Yes, thank you. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you very much.  That concludes the questions, so can we 

thank the Mayor. 

 


